Monthly Newsletter of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table
Cincinnati CWRT PO Box 621082  Cincinnati, Ohio 45262  http://www.cincinnaticwrt.org
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For our February meeting, the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table welcomes to the podium et |
distinguished members, Dr. Robert L. McLaurin, who will be making his first speakingrappe before the
group. Though his career has centered upon the field of neurosurgery, Dr. McLaurin had &olstegéme
interest in the study of history and the American Civil War. In 2003, he published a book &ititlatd M.

Gano: Physician, Soldier, Clergymaawork that highlights the life of Confederate Brigadier-General Richard
Montgomery Gano, who performed admirable service as a cavalry leader under<Giterdiunt Morgan and
Edmund Kirby Smith. A graduate of the University of Cincinnati (J. D.) and of Harvard Qitwévl. D.), Dr.
McLaurin currently serves as an Emeritus Professor of Medicine at the UtyieéiSincinnati. He also
volunteers as captain of the steamli@aéen of the Weat the Cincinnati Museum Center, an experience which
has fueled his thirst for knowledge of the vessels that plied the shallow waterdJoitde: States during the
1800’s.

Before the Civil War ever began, both the North and the South understood the critical needkd&ontr
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waters. Lessons learned from the American Revolution told them that the side who éditteaiceans and
the rivers would be able to dominate the country’s most profitable commerce rowgsssspply lines, and
best avenues of large-scale troop movement. After the fall of Fort Sumter irl8til the Union and
Confederate nations worked feverishly to beef up their navies, particularly on tlse wilaere initially the US
Navy had no distinct military advantage over the Confederacy. Dr. McLaurin’s @gsemill concentrate on
the types of gunboats used and the principal persons involved in the Western river fleetinadrirend
Confederate navies. He will give an overview of each side’s organization of thdiforaea during the Civil
War. He will also present the principal commanders and the engineers who designedulseyzes of boats
that vied for control of the Mississippi, Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland Rivers. In additdol8urin

will tell the stories of the two most famous “ironclads” (the ancestors of #aytleship) that fought on
western waters — the Federal’'s US&ondeletand the Confederacy’s C@8kansasThe extraordinary combat
successes of these two ironclads, and other vessels like them, would spell doom for theooahwaaden
warship, and would usher in a new era of naval warfare around the world.

Miscellaneous Announcements

Inclement Weather Plan:Yes, it's that time of year when winter weather might force us to canceltmgiee
While that is unlikely, it has only happened two times in the last fifteen yearsamtedvo provide you some
options for getting last minute information on meeting day. If the weather turns bad, at@ekeare difficult
to travel, you can check the following sources to determine if the meeting is stillfonh@s been cancelled.

1. Check the home page on our web site at www.cincinnaticwrt\dfg will post a simple update
informing the membership that the meeting has either been cancelled orlibis. stil

2. Call the Quality Hotel & Suites at 513.351.6000 and inquire about the status of the meeting. If we
decide to cancel, they will be the first to know and their front desk personnel will be éaform

3. Call John Linnenberg, President, at 513.607.4002 (business) or 513.922.3999 (home)

4. Call Bob Limoseth, Vice President, at 513.777.2160.

John and Bob will make the decision on the status of the meeting based on the condition of the roads, the
safety of our members, the status of the speaker and the Quality Hotel's alsétyé us.

Standing Reservations List:If you are regular in your attendance and only miss one or two meetings a year
you might want to consider the convenience of our Standing Reservations List. Memberssoualdoing Wworry
about calling in each month to make a dinner reservation because they have alreaeylititlideg there.”

They only call when they can’'t make the meeting. If you are interested in having yaipuotan the list see
Jim at the check-in table. He'll have you sign the enrollment form and no more last wntés about
forgetting to call in. As with all meals, if the standing dinner reservation isameilled prior to the Sunday
cut-off date the week of the meeting, and the Round Table has to pay for the meal, the niébdbilled for

the cost of the dinner.

Civil War History Day at the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County

In conjunction with the annual community-wide reading program hosted by the Public Lib@incwofhati and
Hamilton Co, a Civil War History Day will be held at the Main Library on Sunday, Feb24a 2008. This

year's title for On The Same Pag€mal Black Horsdy Robert Olmstead, a novel that is set during the months
leading up to the Battle of Gettysburg.

The following events are scheduled for February 24, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.:

1:00: Civil War Era Music - Russ & Barb Childers
1:15: Albert HallenbergCivil War Genealogy
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2:00: Vintage dancing with the Crossroads Dance Team

2:15: Dr. James Ramage, NKIlbhn Hunt Morgan: Folk Hero of the Civil War

3:00: Civil War Era Music - Warren & Judy Waldron

3:15: James Bissland, auth8tood, Tears, & Glory: How Ohioans Won the Civil War

In addition, the Cincinnati Museum Center will be represented by costumed soldiergdaandasal replica
games and toys will be available for the public to test their skills. This eveatiarid open to the public.
Further information is available on the library’s websitenatw.cincinnatilibrary.org/samepage/

Preservation Fund Update:At the September meeting we announced that we are not going to start this
campaign year with a Dedicated Preservation Project. We hope, however, thdt tios stop our members
from making individual contributions to the Preservation Fund. The Round Table remains ednnitt
supporting preservation and educational activities related to America’oiéatar. If something comes to
our attention that warrants support we will bring a recommendation forward to the rabipbén the mean
time we would like to see the Preservation Fund balance grow so that we can make evaaanogful
contributions during the sesquicentennial years beginning in 2011. Your continued support will biatappre

Fort Beauvoir Update:

After surviving hurricane Katrina in 2005, Beauvoir has been restored and returned toiiis loisk when
President Jefferson Davis lived there (1870 — 1890). The re-opening ceremony will be at 1(a0TA&sday,
June 3, 2008, the occasion of Davis' 200th birthday. The CCWRT contributed $500 toward Beauvoir's
rebuilding.

Membership:
At the January meeting we welcomed back former member Bob Jones and welcomed rto@nsrdem
Dempsey and Christie and Mike Rogers.

Sustaining Members:

We wish to recognize and thank this year's Sustaining Members who have given genetwelplyurther the
objectives of the Round Table: Paul Busam, Jim Chaney, Albert Hallenberg, Denei§ B&ip Jackson, Dan
Kemble, Bob Limoseth, John Linnenberg, Dave and Dawn Mowery, Bill Newcomb, Dan Reig&teiuart,
Geoff Strauss, Jeff Strottman, Pattie Waldbillig and Harriette Wdmher

Preservation News:

In December we sent $220.00 representing contributions donated from the second half of owrdedicat
Preservation Fund Raising Project to the Perryville Enhancement Projegvi{feeBattlefield Preservation
Association). We thank the following members for supporting this effort: John HunteraBa\@awn
Mowery, Vic Sandfoss, Anne Shepherd, Bill Smith and Jim Stewart

From the Montgomery County Maryland Civil War Round Table Newsletter:
Civil War Reenacting in America

Civil War reenacting began during the centennial commemorations that took placeBarto 1965. The
recreated battles and events drew a receptive audience, but the public inteeggtatnrents began to fade by
the late 1960’s. Popularity in living history events grew during the 1980’s and 1990’s due to"the 125
Anniversary Battle series (1986-1990), and théhl@ﬂniversary series (1991-1995). During the"140
Anniversary series (2001-2005) many historic battles and events were recreated.

A fairly sizable group of enthusiastic participants are drawn to reenactniénssgroup is willing to expend
money, resources, and brave the elements in their efforts to duplicate the time ernwzlgo as far to take
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classes, put on by event sponsors, in how to dress, cook, eat, and even die just like a real Gidi&kaFsr
the most part, during non-anniversary years, the reenactments are relatalglysually between about 100 to
a couple thousand participants portraying Union or Confederate infantry, artillexyabrycunits. So far the
largest reenactment to date was thé"]Bﬁniversary re-enactment of the Battle of Gettysburg (1998). They
recorded 41,000 reenactors and close to 100,000 spectators over three days.

Reenactors give a variety of reasons for participating. Some reenact bbegursdriterested in getting a
historical perspective on the Civil War time period, particularly if they haveegstor who fought in the war.
Mere escapism is a reason for others. At some events, if there are not enougk Be@enalederates, some
will be asked to change sides for the event. They have become “galvanized Yankeessor Rebel

There are thought to be four types of Reenactors. They are called “Farbs”, “Baimests”,
“Authentic/Progressives”, and the “Hard Core”. The “Farbs” are reenactorsxpbkactlittle time or money
maintaining authenticity in regards to uniforms, accessories, or even period befdaattitude of “Good
Enough” is usually pervasive among Farbs, although some causal observers would be able tohgick out
flaws. Some think the origin of Farb comes from “Far be it from authentic.” Some thiltematve
definition is “Far Be it for me to question his impression.”

“Mainstreamers” are somewhere between the Farbs and the Authentics. hdikRigést group of reenactors.

The “Authentic/Progressive” reenactor tries to recreate Civil Watdithe fullest. They research details of
material goods and operations in their quest for accuracy. They constantly try t@$pfag their knowledge
and other aspects of the mid"@&entury.

The last group is the “Hard Core” also known as “stitch counters.” They sometkadlea participation to
the extreme. They have a wealth of knowledge on the subject, and sometimes will cipapart battle
scenarios because they can't get shot.

Civil War reenactments also fall into four main categories. These ca&e@oe living histories, public
demonstrations, tactical battles, and scripted battles.

The living history presentation is meant entirely for the education of the general plitey are aimed at
portraying the life and lifestyle of the average Civil War soldier or civilead may or may not include a mock
battle. Occasionally, there may be a Civil War wedding, spy trial, or couriainavtore often than not these
will include weapons and cooking demonstrations, songs and leisure activities, and.letha&gse should not
be confused with living history museums which use museum professionals and traineeterterpr

The public demonstrations are usually put on by a reenacting organization and/or priege paey are put
on as a way of educating the public how the people of the 1860’s lived, and to show the public civilegar batt
Often the battles are loosely based on an actual battle.

The tactical battles are generally not open to the public. These battles argusulijke the real thing with
both sides coming up with strategies and tactics to beat their opponents. Theshawadtietendency to follow
pretty much the same course as the original.

The scripted battle is usually fought over the same terrain of the original batitea location very similar.
They also tend to be larger. Commanders from both sides meet and plan beforehand how i dgpattle
This is done so that the actions of the companies and regiments will make the samsdleattook place
during the original battles.
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There are many Civil War reenacting groups around the world. A few of these groupsientikk to the
United States to participate in reenactments. Most hold reenactments irotheicbuntries.
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January Presentation, Summarized by Pat Homan :

The Cincinnati Civil War Round Table was fortunate to have MAJ. Erik Bush, USAF, aeditablibstitute on
short notice. While we are looking forward to the eventual debate on Gen. Warrenfsargliebmmand, by
Gen Sheridan, we were able to enjoy MAJ Bush for one last time before his transderaia HHis subject was
Hampton Roads, VA, 1861-1862. Hampton Roads was the center of international attention for one brief
moment during the War, but for most of the time it was little more than a footnote. MADbRugyht the area
to the forefront, at least for one evening.

The area around Hampton Roads, named for the deep channel that separates Point Comfonnes the Ja
Peninsula from Sewell’s Point, on the south side of the Roads. Point Comfort has beermthiesditélonroe,
established in 1819 and still an active US Army post; and Sewell’s Point is thetbigeNdvy’'s Norfolk
Operating Base, established in 1917.

MAJ Bush started by explaining that the US managed to hold on to Fort Monroe, while losing rinech of
James Peninsula and the south side of the harbor to the Confederates. This key post tdéarpdth
Richmond, until the Confederates established three defensive lines north of this postaslinsler the
Command of Gen J. B. Magruder, with 13,000 men. Ft Monroe was under the command of Gen. Benjamin
Butler. It was at Fort Monroe that the term “contraband” was first used to des&litnee who had fled to

Union lines for freedom. This term allows the former slaves to remain within tloe Umnes rather than be
returned. The practical reason for this, pointed out by the speaker, is that the slavesingeused to build the
earthworks of the Confederate lines.

On June 10, 1861, the Battle of Big Bethel occurred when a Union force attempted to probe thme setehi

Newport News. While it was a very small skirmish, it lays claim to havingrsteCfonfederate killed in action
of the war.
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In addition to Fort Monroe, there was a smaller fortification in the center of the Roadsrly known as Fort
Calhoun in honor of the Senator from South Carolina but renamed Fort Wool. This post was built on a man-
made reef and was needed as the guns from Fort Monroe could not reach or cover the south sitteaotcthe e

The Confederate forces captured the Naval Yard at Gross Point, which was a Keyiamstdn addition to a
large supply of ordinance came the hull of the USS Merrimack. The Merrimack had lceen prepelled
vessel and was intact from below the water line. The ship was rechristened thi@@gh38& and became the
worlds first ironclad. MAJ Bush pointed out that the major flaw of the vessel was wes underpowered.
The Confederates could not locate or build a large enough boiler to supply adequate steamttee pjmagy
ship. The Virginia steamed into action on March 8, 1862 and proved an immediate success, Snkimgriw
vessels, the Cumberland and the Congress. She retired for the evening, damageddbeitstiight. Her
commander, Admiral Buchanan, former Superintendent of West Point had been wounded and vedsxgeplac
Captain Jones. As the Virginia sallies forth on Mar&hsdie is met by the USS Monitor. After a two hour
battle the Virginia withdraws badly damaged but operational and never fights agéen.ste is burned to
prevent her capture. The Monitor sinks in a storm off Cape Hatteras in December 1862pidcé=snof the
Virginia are on display in the Newport News Mariners Museum while the turreé dflonitor has been
salvaged and is being restored for future exhibit at the same museum.

Meanwhile, on the northern bank, there were a series of actions as Gen McClellan $egavehtioward
Richmond. MAJ Bush lamented the lack of time to adequately cover this but did mention tibree d€rst
was the battle of Damn #1. The damming of streams and swamps to make the ground imgersetnadit of
Magruder’s defense. The attempt to breach the line resulted in 600 Union casualties anfdér@te. The
line held.

The Battle of Yorktown, 5 April to 4 May 1862 was another siege, just as in 1781, this time with the
Confederates in the former British line, and the Union attacking. While the Conésdee&d at Yorktown,

they withdrew form this position as part of the general withdrawal ordered by Gen Johmsissudd the order
after a battle at Williamsburg on May 5. Williamsburg was the most substentiworks in the system. The
Union forces under Gen W.S. Hancock, forced Gen Joe Johnson to decide to withdraw from a strond@ositi
preserve his army. The speaker personally felt that this position, and the linepwg®srbugh that it could
have been held for at least another six months. Johnson follows this practice laterandh&ading space

and preserving his forces.

MAJ Bush pointed out that many of these fortifications are preserved to the credél@rdcState authorities.
Also preserved is Lee Hall, near the current Fort Eustice (Army) which wadM&gruder's headquarters. |
have to give MAJ Bush, soon to be LTC Bush, high marks for presenting an interesting talk drostery s
notice. | hope we can entice him back at some future date, and give him plenty of time & lpusezdk.

Book Review byThomas L. Breiner

Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuart’s Controversial Ride to Getty®yuEgc J. Wittenberg and J.
David Petruzzi, Savas Beatie New York, NY, 2006, 428 pages, Hard cover $32.95.

Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuart’s Controversial Ride to Gettysburg by, Bvittenberg and J.
David Petruzzi is one of the most interesting and informative works that | have hacatheglef reading.

This was a book that | found that | just could not put down. The authors have created an extrdatdty aed
well-researched version of the Confederate’s Cavalry’s involvement in thesi@ety Campaign. While the
events surrounding Jeb Stuart and his ride around the Army of the Potomac have been addresgedharma
manuscripts, this work has added new information that has previously been overlooked in disofissions
Stuart’s actions. This new information provides evidence that Stuart attemptddwotii@ guidance in Lee’s
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orders concerning the movements of the Army of the Potomac.

The book starts with the best coverage of the Confederate Cavalry’s ride td@etty®uring this portion of
the manuscript, the authors provide all the necessary details relating tol taedriabulations experienced by
the cavalry. The new information that the authors provide sheds a new light on Stuartsaut how he

tried to meet the requirements of his orders. He sent vital information that chdmea&ar Department in
Richmond but unfortunately never got to General Lee, either directly from Stuartisrs or indirectly through
the War Department. This coverage of the ride to Gettysburg is the most detedledtaf the ride that | have
ever read. The authors have done a fantastic job of gathering data and written anyewetnvetten and
readable account.

The book then moves on to the controversy that began almost immediately after the endnopégncaHere
our authors start by reviewing the early detractors of Stuart and his command. Theydtess the early
supporters of Stuart, mainly John S. Mosby’s defense of his beloved commander. Next theresgmtroves
to how modern day historians have taken sides on the issue. The authors finish up with theirssnreassé
the events. As the title says, there was plenty of blame to go around and our authorstaneddicethe point
in identify all the parties involved.

As | stated before this work is probably the best account of the events and issues surrberCiomfetderate
Cavalry’'s involvement in the 1863 Pennsylvania Campaign. | found it to be exciting anty iteutd not put
the book down. |read the work in a little over a day, reading at every opportunity. | can not giaelthesse
enough praise for their efforts. This book is a definite must addition to the collectiorookanterested in the
Gettysburg Campaign, Jeb Stuart, the cavalry in the Civil War or the Civil Wanera. If you don’t have a
personal collection of Civil War books, then at least get a copy and read it. Even if you haeeast imthe
controversy that has grown up around Jeb Stuart and his command choices during the Gettygimigmn Ghe
rich details and the first hand accounts of the cavalry actions are worth the tead this book. It is the best
account of the cavalry movements and actions that has ever been compiled. It is the plest cottection of
the past and current views relating the controversy. So whether you are interedeiraiteef the campaign or
in the views of Jeb Stuart’s supporters and critics, this book is for you.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES:
To facilitate the printing and timely distribution of the monthly newsletter, im&ion for it should be
submitted to the editor no later than the following dates:
February 28, 2008
March 28", 2008
April 25™, 2008
Information may be emailed towaldbill@xavier.edu

FUTURE PRESENTATIONS:
2008 Programs

March 20, 2008 Gary Q. Johnson, CCWHTe CSS Hunley, A Weapon Ahead of Its Time

April 17, 2008 Raymond Muleskyhunder From a Clear Sky: Stovepipe Johnson's
Confederate Raid on Newburgh, Indiana

May 15, 2008 Joseph Reinhaktigust Willich's Gallant Dutchmen: Bullets, Bayonets and Beer"

September 18, 2008 John F. Marszalekic TBD

October 16, 2008 Roger Billings, CCWRIincoln at the Civil War Battlefields

November 20, 2008 Edwin C. Bearss: Arlington, VRopic TBD
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ABOUT THE CINCINNATI CWRT:

Membership in the Cincinnati CWRT is open to anyone with ativacinterest in the American Civil War. Annual due
(prorated throughout the year to new members) 2Bef@& a Regular Membership. This fee helps coperating costs
which include this newsletter, as well as speakperses. A Sustaining Member level of membershgtsis available for
$50 (single) and $85 (couple). The purpose ofrtieésnbership category is to encourage and recogréreb@rs who make
additional contributions of $25 or more, in additim their annual dues in any fiscal year, to thectives and programs
of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table. If you gagning for the first time, there is a one-timédtietion fee of $20.
Dinner reservationsare required, and can be made prior to the resengatleadline either by an email to
reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org or by a phone teathe officer taking reservations for the mee{whose name and
number is listed on the header of the curf@anistel). Meals currently cost $25. Menu selection will change vatth
meeting. A vegetarian meal option is availableegfuested prior to the reservations cut-off date.

A Meeting Only Feeof $5.00 is accessed to members, visitors andgwd® arrive after dinner to hear the speakere Th
monies collected are used to help offset the exgeakthe evening’s activities.

Late ReservationsandWalk-ins without a reservation: Our ability to be flexible for late reservatiooswalk-ins is now
restricted by the fact that the caterer will nofbeparing food in the hotel kitchen, but will bartsporting food from their
facility to the hotel. Thereford,ate Reservations(after Sunday prior to the meeting) will be accdptenditionally,
subject to the caterer's ability to honor a changinner count if received close to the meetingedaate Reservations
andWalk-ins without a reservation will only be able to have dinner if offset by call@tons or no-shows, or if the
caterer determines that sufficient food is avadabl

Late cancellationsmay be made by email or phone. Since a cancellaften the Sunday deadline means that CCWRT
has guaranteed payment to the caterer for thevesb@umber of meals, the Treasurer will reviewrtbmber of late
cancellations and late reservations for every mgetf a late cancellation results in CCWRT’s beiaquired to pay for an
extra meal, the person making the late cancellatitirbe expected to pay for the dinndlo-showswho have a dinner
reservation but do not attend or cancel will aledbled for the meal.

Meetingsare held the third Thursday of the month at theli@udotel and Suites, 4747 Montgomery Road, Nord,oo
Ohio gelephone 513-351-60Q0If traveling Interstate 75, exit at Exit #7, ©562 (The Norwood Lateral) and travel east
to the Montgomery Road exit. After exiting, “doultidack” by turning left across the bridge, turnief gain after the
bridge and turning left at the light onto Montgomdf coming from Interstate 71, also exit at EXit, Ohio 562 (The
Norwood Lateral) and go west to the Montgomery Rexsitl After exiting, continue straight to the ligdnd turn left onto
Montgomery. The Quality is on the right, and thisrplenty of free parking.

CINCINNATI CWRT OFFICERS:

President John W. Linnenberg 513-922-3999 (h) Jinmenberg@gte.net
513-607-4002 (c)

Vice President Bob Limoseth 513-777-2160 (h) limo@fuse.net

Treasurer Jim Stewart 513-271-0738 (h) jetatEdfuse.net

Secretary Pat Homan 513-861-2057 (h) homalhf@ifuse.net

Program Chair David Mowery 513-774-9544 (h) odraryll@fuse.net

Newsletter Editor Patricia Waldbillig 513-271-%7¢h) waldbill@xavier.edu
513-745-3531 (W)

Membership & Publicity Chair Jim Chaney 859-731B9%h) jchaney@davmail.org

Trustee (2006-2008) Dan Reigle 513-777-9255 (h) DReigle@cinci.rr.com

Trustee (2007-2009) Jack Simon 513-574-0017 (h) jackpsimon@aol.com

Committees:

Preservation Projects Open

Webmaster Dan Reigle 513-777-9255 (h) DR@glmci.rr.com

Photographer Jim Chaney 859-731-0594 (h) jep@davmail.org

CCWRT ListServ John Steiner 513-528-3350 (h) csnguro@fuse.net

Don’t Forget to Bring a Friend!
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