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Remember The Headline Points from the Special August Summer Edition Newsletter: 
 
Meeting location will return to the Quality Hotel & Suites on Montgomery Avenue in Norwood. 
 
Dinner will be $25 per person. 
 
Dinner will be provided by an off-site catering service.  
 
Reservations (by Sunday before the meeting) will be more important than ever. 
 
Dinner will be served buffet-style, using disposable plates and utensils. 
 
$5 per person meeting-only attendance fee for members or visitors who come after dinner for the meeting 
only. 
 
Dues will remain at $25 per year. 
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Educator and author Barbara Butler Davis launches the 2007-2008 season of the Cincinnati Civil War Round 
Table with her first speaking appearance before the organization. Mrs. Davis comes from the Chicago area, 
where she has lived for over 30 years. The daughter of a Navy career officer, she has traveled extensively and 
has attended school in many different parts of the country. Barbara graduated from Butler University in 1970 
and married her husband, Rob Davis, that same year. After three years in Virginia, the Davis family returned to 
the Midwest and settled on Chicago’s North Shore. In 1991 she returned to school for her Master’s Degree at 

Lake Forest College, where she concentrated on the history of American education 
and movements in progressive education in the 19th century. Her thesis, a case 
study of the effects of the Civil War on the Indianapolis home front and on the 
university her family founded in 1855, became her work, Affectionately Yours: 
The Civil War Home-Front Letters of the Ovid Butler Family (Indiana Historical 
Society Press, 2004). She and her husband have remained active in Butler 
University affairs. Barbara has served as a university sponsor for alumni, parents, 
and students and as Chicago Area Alumni Recruiting Chairman. In 2003 Barbara 
and Rob jointly received the Katharine Merrill Graydon Alumni Service Award for 
outstanding service to the university. The Davises have two children, a married 
daughter, Susan, now living in Indianapolis and a son, Scot, who lives in Chicago. 
Their daughter is the sixth consecutive generation of the Butler/Davis family to 
attend Butler University. Barbara teaches and tutors students in Spanish, while she 
continues to study and write about Civil War social history and the war’s effect on 
the Northern communities’ home front. 

Mrs. Davis’s presentation will focus on the Civil War communications of the Ovid 
Butler family with one of their own, Scot Butler, who went to war to defend the 

Union. The Butlers were a family of visionaries who saw what the country would need to provide for the future 
of the nation as the veterans returned home. The Butlers traveled in a circle of other visionaries, as well, 
including family members William Wallace, Medal of Honor winner Marion T. Anderson, Boothe Tarkington, 
and George Murray Lockerbie. Their inner circle of friends included Indiana Governor Oliver Morton, 
Benjamin Harrison, Tom Hendricks, Disciples of Christ founder Alexander Campbell,and educational mentor 
Horace Mann. Ovid was an eminent educational leader (founder of Butler University in 1855), a prosperous 
lawyer, a noted newspaper publisher, a founder of the Indiana Republican party, a founder of the Indiana 
Christian Church, and an incorporator of Crown Hill Cemetery. He knew such institutions would be important 
to rebuild the moral fiber of the post-war era – and so the list goes on. Barbara will talk about Ovid Butler’s 
son, 18-year old Scot Butler, who joined the 33rd Indiana volunteer Infantry at the start of the war, and who 
would eventually become a member of the US Signal Corps. Through the period writings of Scot and his 
family, Barbara will present the new and important, yet little studied, riches found in diaries, journals, and 
letters written by those left behind as their soldier sons and daughters left home to fight on the front. In 
addition, Mrs. Davis will talk about the process and research that she used to put together her book on this 
unique collection of Civil War letters.  The speaker added an extremely valuable piece of information on 
researching our Civil War ancestors.  Apparently the 1890 census had a supplemental section for Union 
veterans, which was separated from the census and stored at the Commissioner of Pensions and was not at the 
White House on Christmas Eve 1921, when the fire occurred in the attic, destroying most of the 1890 census.  
At a later time, about half of the data from the Alabama through part of Kentucky were lost or destroyed.  Some 
of Kentucky through Wyoming are intact and stored at the VA.  The Book Review on Index to Hamilton 
County Special Census 1890; Union Veterans and Widows of the Civil War, has more information on this 
subject. 
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It’s Time to Renew Your Membership: Membership dues for the 2007 – 2008 campaign year are now due.  
Payments can be made at the September meeting to Treasurer Jim Stewart or you can mail your dues payment to: 
Cincinnati CWRT, P. O. Box 621082, Cincinnati, OH  45262.  As you know we have two levels of membership: 
Sustaining and Regular.  The Sustaining level of membership is $50 (single) and $85 (couple).  The purpose of 
this membership category is to encourage and recognize members who make additional contributions of $25 or 
more, in addition to their annual dues in any fiscal year, to the objectives and programs of the CCWRT.  Regular 
memberships are $25 (single) and $35 (couple).  If you are able to do so, we encourage you to become a 
Sustaining Member.  Note: Because CCWRT is a 501(c)(3) organization all contributions above the Regular 
membership level may be tax-deductible.  Treasurer Jim Stewart will provide a receipt for each contribution.   

 
Standing Reservations List: Twenty-three members are currently listed on our Standing Reservations List.  They 
don’t worry about calling in each month to make a dinner reservation because they have indicated “I’ll be there.”  
They only call when they can’t make the meeting.  If you are regular in your attendance and only miss one or two 
meetings a year you too might want the convenience of our Standing Reservations List.  If you are interested in 
having your name put on the list see Jim at the check-in table.  He’ll have you sign the enrollment form and no 
more last minute worries about forgetting to call in.  As with all meals, if the standing dinner reservation is not 
cancelled prior to the Sunday cut-off date the week of the meeting, and the Round Table has to pay for the meal, 
the member will be billed for the cost of the dinner.  Members who were enrolled in the program in May carry 
over automatically to the new campaign season.  They are already signed up for the September meeting. 
 
Corporate Matching Gift Plans: Each new campaign year provides an opportunity for members to make tax 
deductible gifts to the Round Table via our Sustaining Member level of membership, or in the checks members 
write to support various civil war preservation projects that pass through the Round Table.  After discussing 
possible new sources of support for preservation efforts, your officer’s feel that Corporate Matching Gift 
Programs may be an untapped source of additional funds for the Round Table’s preservation efforts.  A significant 
number of our members, both active and retired, work (ed) for companies that have Corporate Matching Gift 
Plans.  A number of them include provisions for donations to Educational Institutions.  Some of them also include 
Historical Societies and Museums under their giving guidelines.  Our Purpose Statement as a 501 (c) 3 
organization indicates that “the organization shall be structured as a non-profit corporation to foster and promote 
the interest in and research of the scientific, literary, preservation, and intellectual aspects of the American Civil 
War period.”  This explanation supporting our non-profit status may qualify us for some company Matching Gift 
Programs. 
 
The next step in the process of testing this concept requires your help.  If the company you work (ed) for has a 
Matching Gift Plan and you make periodic contributions to the various Round Table Preservation Fund appeals, or 
are a Member at the Sustaining Member dues level, we ask that you obtain the required Matching Fund Brochure 
from your employer, fill out the donor portion, and give it to Jim Stewart at the time you submit your check.  He 
will fill in the eligible institution information and submit it for verification.  We also ask that if any of our 
members have specific knowledge of their company’s giving guidelines, or access to one of the trustees who can 
advise you on whether we would qualify for their program, to bring that information to the attention of John 
Linnenberg or Bob Limoseth.  They will be the Round Table’s contact people on all related questions and they 
will determine if we qualify for enough Matching Gift program matches to warrant the additional paperwork 
required to receive these monies. 
 
Membership Attendance Update: The Round Table has four basic groups of members.  The first is our core 
group of members who make almost every meeting.  The second group attends about half the meetings, the third 
group is comprised of New Members and those who attend infrequently, and the fourth group is made up of out-
of-towners and members in name only.  It is the third group, perhaps even more than the others, that will 
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determine how large we will grow as an organization.  And, it is the members in this group that we’d like the 
entire membership to focus on so that their participation in our Round Table is an enjoyable experience… and one 
they’ll want to keep repeating.  If you know someone who has not attended in a while, give them a call and invite 
them to come to a meeting with you.  And, if you haven’t yet met some of our new members, please step forward 
and introduce yourself to someone new at the next meeting.  Our members are our biggest recruiters because they 
know friends, neighbors and business associates who like history.  We already know how important the American 
Civil War was in determining the type of country we have become today.  Spread the word.  Invite someone to a 
meeting and help them discover what a great group of members the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table has. 
 

 
 

We Who Study Must Also Strive To Save! 

 
 

May Presentation, Summarized by Pat Homan : 
 

The May meeting was held at the Sharonville Convention Center in a room that had less that perfect acoustics.  
This gave some members of the Round Table problems in hearing this presentation.   
 
Mr. Harold George gave an interesting presentation, making excellent use of power-point technology, including 
music.  The presentation started with a brief history of the 9th Ohio Battery.  Union Artillery tended to serve as 
independent battery sized elements throughout the war.  This often meant that promotion for the Battery 
Commanders rarely came unless the commander transferred to another arm of the army.  The 9th Ohio typified this.  
 
The battery initially was formed as the four-gun element of the 41st Ohio Infantry, which was mustered into service 
at Camp Wood (Cleveland area), on11 August 1861. The initial designation was 41st Artillery Battery.  The unit 
was split from the 41st Inf. two months later on 11 October 1861 and re-designated 9th Ohio Light Battery.  The 
first elected Battery Commander was 19-year-old Henry Wetworth, a West Pointer, who served in that capacity 
until he mustered out of service in December 1862.  He was replaced by Harrison York, who served as Battery 
Commander for the rest of the War.   
  
The battery served at Mill Springs, Cumberland Gap, Danville, Nashville, Franklin, Murfreesboro, Bridgeport and 
one other location that I missed due to my artillery ears.  It enabled the USS Gen. Sherman to qualify as a gunboat 
by the placement of the guns of the battery on board.  The battery was mustered out at Nashville on 25 July 1865. 
The normal battery strength would be 104 men, and four to six guns.  The mustering out strength was about 80 
men.  It was interesting to note that during the length of service of the battery, over 200 men served with the 9th.  
This indicates that the artillery did not have the same recruiting problems as most infantry regiments. 
 
Mr. George then went into the history of the 9th Ohio Re-enactors, who formed in 1960 for the Centennial of the 
War.  He had interesting data on how the re-enactors started, which included the challenge of finding an artillery 
piece (obtained from a cemetery), uniform items and black powder.  I found it fascinating that the Bannerman 
Company was the initial source of their uniforms.  Bannerman, which operated out of New York City from the post 
civil war period to the 1970’s, was the first Army Surplus stores and provided weapons and uniforms to emerging 
countries and revolutionary armies for many years.  It was also interesting to note the cost of uniform items and 
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equipment in 1960 compared to today’s costs. 
 
The current 9th Ohio has been serving the re-enacting armies since 1961 and continues to this day.  Included in 
their service was appearing in the movie Gettysburg, as both Union and Confederate batteries.  This activity has 
also led Mr. George to his other avocation of locating the gravesites of the members of the unit.  To date, he has 
located 192 gravesites of the approximate 240 men who served with the unit.  He noted he has been helped by the 
many reunions, which the 9th had up to 1932.  He has obtained 13 headstones for unmarked graves and has found 
graves as far away as North Dakota.  He also passed out a sheet on how to find gravesites for those interested in 
this activity as well as informative data on tracing Civil War ancestors.   
 
This was an interesting and entertaining presentation.   
 
Copperheadism in Butler County, Ohio: The 1858 Morgan Township House 
Article by David L. Mowery 
June 28, 2007 
 
Ó Copyright 2007 David L. Mowery and the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table 
 

 

 
Morgan Township House (1858) in Okeana, Butler County, Ohio. (Photo by author) 

 
Morgan Township, positioned along the southern border of Butler County in southwest Ohio, is a quiet, rural 
region that has not changed much from its Civil War days. Sprawling farms, many graced with buildings dating 
back to the early nineteenth century, still dominate the landscape. Residents here are faithful and active stewards of 
their heritage. Even in the midst of encroaching urbanization from the Cincinnati and Hamilton suburbs, the people 
of Morgan Township have worked hard to preserve their historical treasures. 
 
One such treasure lies within the small town of Okeana, Ohio, where stands the Morgan Township House in a lot 
opposite 6463 Okeana-Drewersburg Road. Built in 1858, this structure is the only surviving antebellum-era public 
building in Butler County that is still located on its original site. On April 20, 1857, the township trustees met in 
Okeana to purchase land for their new meeting place. With the aid of a tax levy, they were able to buy a $50 lot in 
the center of town lying within the narrow V-shaped strip of land between the Okeana-Drewersburg Road and the 
heavily traveled Cincinnati-Brookville Turnpike. The trustees ordered a “township house” to be built on the lot. 
Construction of the house was completed in 1858 at a cost of $650 for the building, $41 for fencing, $12.60 for 
twelve chairs, and $10.25 for one table. Official township meetings and unofficial local gatherings were held in the 
building until 1972. The building also served the community as a school, concert hall, voting precinct, bank, and 
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township garage. 
 
The most dramatic event in the history of the 1858 Morgan Township House occurred during the upheaval of the 
American Civil War (1861-65). Although Ohio was a steadfast pro-Union state, by 1863 many Unionist citizens in 
Ohio, and throughout the North, had become disenchanted by the lengthy and bloody war. Many sons and fathers 
had already fallen for a cause that some persons felt was not worth dying for anymore. Those dissatisfied with the 
long war felt that President Abraham Lincoln had overstepped his constitutional bounds granted to the executive 
branch of the U.S. government, and those violations were infringing upon the rights of Union citizens. They 
believed the war they had signed up to fight was no longer about keeping the Union together, but about freeing the 
slaves, as implied by Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863. The institution of national 
conscription (mandatory drafting of citizens to fill the ranks of the Federal armies) in March 1863 was the final 
straw for the Copperheads, who were lead by an outspoken Ohio politician named Clement L. Vallandigham from 
Dayton, Ohio. They called for Lincoln’s immediate removal from office and for a cessation to hostilities. 
 
The most detested of Lincoln’s self-extended powers was his suspension of the writ of habeas corpus (a lawful 
order that allows the plaintiff to appear before a court to contest his imprisonment). The habeas corpus decision 
was tested by Clement Vallandigham. A lawyer and former Ohio representative to the U.S. House of 
Representatives, he was arrested on May 5, 1863, for speaking out against the Lincoln administration and the war. 
Vallandigham was a firm believer that it was time for the Union to cease fighting and sue for peace with the 
Confederacy. In 1862 he had risen to be a clear leader among the growing opposition to the war, a grass-roots 
group of people known by their political enemies as “the Copperheads.” Their motto was “To maintain the 
Constitution as it is, and to restore the Union as it was.” Although his beliefs were a minority opinion, 
Vallandigham was considered a threat to the United States government. Union Major-General Ambrose Burnside 
ordered the arrest of Vallandigham on charges of violating General Order No. 38, which stated that those who were 
in the “habit of declaring sympathies for the enemy” would be jailed. Vallandigham was denied a writ of habeas 
corpus. He was subsequently tried by a military court from May 5-6, 1863, was convicted of “uttering disloyal 
sentiments,” and was sentenced to 2 years in Federal prison. Out of retaliation, Copperhead supporters in Dayton, 
Ohio, burned the office of the pro-Republican newspaper Dayton Journal. Lincoln calmed the situation by 
commuting Vallandigham’s sentence from imprisonment to banishment to the Confederacy. The Copperhead 
leader was sent under guard to Tennessee, where he was released behind Confederate lines on May 26.  
 
Southwest Ohio was bitterly divided over the arrest and trial of Clement Vallandigham, and political tensions 
increased. A substantial anti-war sentiment had grown in the southern townships of Butler County, with Morgan 
Township being the epicenter of the unrest. Morgan Township’s voting majority was composed of anti-Republican 
households. In the Election of 1860, only 152 of 401 voters in the township had cast their ballots in support of 
Lincoln. The Copperhead movement peaked in Butler County during the Summer of 1863. When Confederate 
Brigadier-General John Hunt Morgan and his 3,400-man cavalry division invaded Ohio at Harrison on July 13, the 
Copperheads in southern Butler County sought cooperation from the famous Southern raider. However, having 
been disgruntled by the Copperheads’ lack of military support for the Confederacy, Morgan offered no assistance 
to these Northerners. In fact, Morgan’s men often treated the Copperheads with less respect than the pro-Union 
residents along his path. After the swift departure of Morgan’s Raiders on July 14th, the Copperheads of Butler 
County decided that they had to take matters into their own hands. On July 17, 1863, Copperhead citizens from 
Morgan, Ross, Reilly, and Hanover Townships of Ohio and from neighboring Franklin County, Indiana, met at the 
Morgan Township House. There they organized themselves into a group called the “Butler County Mutual 
Protection Company.” This political society would not last long.   
 
From his sanctuary in the Confederate States, Clement Vallandigham escaped to Canada in early July of 1863. At 
the June 11th Ohio Democratic Convention he won the candidacy for the Democratic ticket for Governor of Ohio, 
in absentia. However, in the ensuing October 1863 gubernatorial election, Vallandigham lost by a landslide to pro-
Union Republican John Brough. This sound defeat of the Copperheads in the Ohio elections spelled the death knell 
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for the Butler County Mutual Protection Company. The organization ceased to meet after this event. Other 
Copperhead organizations in southwest Ohio continued to maintain a strong presence in politics, but the anti-war 
political movement in southern Butler County petered out. 
 
On June 16, 2007, nearly 100 residents of Morgan Township gathered to dedicate an Ohio historical marker 
commemorating the meeting house and its history. Fittingly, the marker was sponsored by the Morgan Township 
Trustees and the Morgan Township Historical Society, and it was funded by private contributions. Though the 
exterior of the Morgan Township House is original and looks much the same as it did in 1858, the interior of the 
building has been modified significantly over the years. The cost of restoring the interior of the house will be 
considerable for such a small community. Yet, true to their nature, the citizens of Morgan Township harbor a 
strong desire to see the inside of the structure returned to its original appearance, and perhaps even converted to a 
museum of the region’s history. With cooperation, hard work, and determination, the desire may someday become 
a reality, something the Copperheads had failed to attain for their cause 144 years ago. 
 
Sources: 
 
Faust, Patricia L., ed. Historical Times Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Civil War. New York, New York, 1986. 
 
Morgan Township Historical Society. 1858 Morgan Township House/Copperheadism in Butler County. Ohio 
Historical Marker Program, Columbus, Ohio, 2007. 
 
Stander, Thomas F. “Morgan Township in 1863.” An address given at the dedication of 

the 1858 Morgan Township House historical marker, June 16, 2007. 
 
 

VISIT THE BATTLEFIELDS  

WHEN YOU CAN...WHILE YOU CAN  
 

 
 
 
 
To Other Round Tables That Receive Our Newsletter via the U. S. Post Office:  If your Round Table receives 
our Newsletter in paper form instead of via email we are asking for your assistance on helping us reduce fixed 
expenses.  As you well know, the cost of mailing out snail mail copies continues to increase.  In an attempt to 
reduce the amount of money we spend on distributing the monthly Canister, we are going to automatically 
convert your Round Table over to the email version.  If we currently receive a hard copy mailing from you to our 
P. O. Box we will use your Round Table’s email address listed on the newsletter, if you have one.  If one is not 
listed we will use the Newsletter Editor’s email address, if provided.  If you would like to direct the newsletter to 
a different person within your organization, you will need to provide us their email address.  And, if you don’t 
send us your newsletter, but receive ours; please provide us the appropriate email address you would like us to use 
so we don’t have to discontinue your copy.  To make changes, or to send your monthly newsletter to us via email, 
use info@cincinnaticwrt.org as our preferred email address.  Thank you. 
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FUTURE PRESENTATIONS: 
 
2007-2008 Programs 
October 18, 2007:      Richard M. McMurry  "A Georgian Looks at Sherman"  
November 15, 2007:  Gary Ecelbarger  "The Unheralded Alliance: John 'Black Jack' Logan and Ulysses S. Grant"  
January 17, 2008:       Dave Smith & Tom Breiner, CCWRT  "Relieved of Command at Five Forks: G.K. Warren - Right or Wrong?" 
February 21, 2008:     .��	��5������	$$2(��	�,�	(�%��	7�%�	
March 20, 2008:         Gary Q. Johnson, CCWRT   "The CSS Hunley, A Weapon Ahead of Its Time" 
April 17, 2008:           Raymond Mulesky "Thunder From a Clear Sky: Stovepipe Johnson's Confederate Raid on Newburgh, Indiana" 
May 15, 2008:            Joseph Reinhart      "August Willich's Gallant Dutchmen: Bullets, Bayonets and Beer" 

           
ABOUT THE CINCINNATI CWRT: 
 
Membership in the Cincinnati CWRT is open to anyone with an active interest in the American Civil War.  Annual dues (prorated throughout 
the year to new members) are $25 for a Regular Membership.  This fee helps cover operating costs which include this newsletter, as well as 
speaker expenses. A Sustaining Member level of membership is also available for $50 (single) and $85 (couple).  The purpose of this 
membership category is to encourage and recognize members who make additional contributions of $25 or more, in addition to their annual 
dues in any fiscal year, to the objectives and programs of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table.  If you are joining for the first time, there is a 
one-time initiation fee of $20. 
 
Dinner reservations are required, and can be made prior to the reservations deadline either by an email to reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org  or 
by a phone call to the officer taking reservations for the meeting (whose name and number is listed on the header of the current Canister).  
Meals currently cost $25.  Menu selection will change with each meeting.   
 
Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation: Our ability to be flexible for late reservations or walk-ins is now restricted by the fact 
that the caterer will not be preparing food in the hotel kitchen, but will be transporting food from their facility to the hotel.  Therefore, Late 
Reservations (after Sunday prior to the meeting) will be accepted conditionally, subject to the caterer's ability to honor a change in dinner 
count if received close to the meeting date. Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation will only be able to have dinner if offset 
by cancellations or no-shows, or if the caterer determines that sufficient food is available.   
 
Late cancellations may be made by email or phone.  Since a cancellation after the Sunday deadline means that CCWRT has guaranteed 
payment to the caterer for the reserved number of meals, the Treasurer will review the number of late cancellations and late reservations for 
every meeting.  If a late cancellation results in CCWRT’s being required to pay for an extra meal, the person making the late cancellation will 
be expected to pay for the dinner.  No-shows who have a dinner reservation but do not attend or cancel will also be expected to pay for the 
dinner.   
 
Meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at the Quality Hotel and Suites, 4747 Montgomery Road, Norwood, Ohio (telephone 
513-351-6000).  If traveling Interstate 75, exit at Exit #7, Ohio 562 (The Norwood Lateral) and travel east to the Montgomery Road exit.  
After exiting, “double-back” by turning left across the bridge, turning left again after the bridge and turning left at the light onto 
Montgomery.  If coming from Interstate 71, also exit at Exit #7, Ohio 562 (The Norwood Lateral) and go west to the Montgomery Road 
exit. After exiting, continue straight to the light and turn left onto Montgomery.  The Quality is on the right, and there is plenty of free 
parking.   
 
CINCINNATI CWRT OFFICERS:  
 
President:                                          John W. Linnenberg,  (h) 513-922-3999  jw.linnenberg@gte.net  (cell) 607-4002  (has voice mail) 
Vice President:                                  Bob Limoseth,  (h) 513-777-2160  rlimo@fuse.net 
Treasurer:                                          Jim Stewart,  (h) (513) 271-0738  jebstewart@fuse.net 
Secretary:                                          Pat Homan, (h) (513) 861-2057  homanfamily@fuse.net 
Program Chair:                                 David Mowery,  (h) 513-774-9544  dmowery11@fuse.net 
Newsletter Editor:                             Patricia Waldbillig,  (h) 513-271-5766  (w) 513-745-3531  waldbill@xavier.edu 
Membership & Publicity Chair:       Jack Simon,  (h) 513-574-0017  JackPSimon@aol.com 
Trustee (2006-2008):                       Dan Reigle,  (h) 513-777-9255  DReigle@cinci.rr.com 
Trustee (2007-2009):                       Jack Simon, h (513) 574-0017  jackpsimon@aol.com 
 
Committees: 
Preservation Projects:                      open 
Webmaster:                                      Dan Reigle,  (h) 513-777-9255  DReigle@cinci.rr.com 
Photographer:                                   Jim Chaney, (h) 859-731-0594  jchaney@davmail.org 
CCWRT ListServ:                            Dr. John Steiner, (h) 513-528-3350  jcsneuro@fuse.net 


